
Frightened though she was, Gretel
figured out a way to fool the witch.
First she gave Hansel a chicken
bone. Then she smeared buttered
on the old lady’s glasses. Since the
witch could now barely see, she
had to reach into the cage to feel if
Hansel was getting plump. But
every time he gave her only the
chicken bone to feel.

“You’re still much too thin!” the
witch would complain and toss him
more candy to eat. Finally she got
tired of waiting. “Light the oven,”
she ordered Gretel. “Today I’m
going to have a nice roasted little
boy for dinner.” A little while later,
she asked Gretel to see if the oven
was hot enough. “I can’t tell,” said
the girl. Hungry and impatient, the
witch screamed at her.“You’re use-
less! The sooner I make a meal out
of you the better.”

The witch walked over to the oven
to check for herself. But as she bent
down, Gretel pushed her inside and
slammed the oven door shut. She
then ran over to set her brother
free. They stood silent waiting for
the fire to consume the witch.Once
they were sure she was gone, they
took the house apart. They ate
everything: the door, the roof, the
walls…until there was nothing left
but the oven.

Aãkoliv byla Mafienka vystra‰ená,
pfii‰la na zpÛsob jak jeÏibabu okla-
mat. Nejprve dala Jeníãkovi kufiecí
kostiãku. Pak umazala stafienãiny
br˘le máslem. JelikoÏ jeÏibaba teì
sotva vidûla, musela do klece sáh-
nout a vyzkou‰et, jestli Jeníãek
tloustne. Ale pokaÏdé ji podal
pouze kufiecí kostiãku.

„Jsi pofiád moc huben˘!”stûÏovala si
jeÏibaba a hodila mu k jídlu více
bonbónÛ. Nakonec ji ãekání znudi-
lo. „Zapal pec,” pfiikázala Mafience.
„Dnes budu mít na obûd chutného,
peãeného, malého chlapce. Po
chvíli poÏádala Mafienku, aby se
podívala, jestli je pec dost horká.
„Nevím,” fiekla holãiãka. Hladová a
nedoãkavá jeÏibaba na ni zakfiiãela.
„Ty jsi k niãemu! âím dfiíve si tû
upeãu, tím lépe.”

JeÏibaba ‰la k peci, aby ji zkontrolo-
vala sama. Ale kdyÏ se sehnula dolÛ,
Mafienka ji strãila dovnitfi a pfii-
bouchla dvífika pece.Pak utíkala aby
uvolnila svého bratra. Potichu stáli 
a ãekali aÏ oheÀ jeÏibabu zniãí. Jak-
mile si byli jistí, Ïe je pryã, zniãili
celou chaloupku. V‰echno snûdli,
dvefie, stfiechu, stûny…dokud ne-
zÛstalo nic jiného neÏ pec.
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